
Clare Börsch
Works 2014-17



Liminal Spaces is a work in progress that explores 
oneiric states of consciousness, using architecture as a 
poetic container for recurrent, archetypal and alchemical 
imagery. Drawing from alchemical symbolism as 
found in Jungian dream analysis, this project is both a 
personal excavation of dreamscapes and a probe into 
the universality of our subconscious symbolism. From 
dreams of fire (Calcinatio) to submersion (Solutio), the 
imagery ranges from peaceful to disturbing- a poetic 
mapping of our nocturnal terrain. 

The collages in Liminal Spaces are digital composites. 
The facades of the buildings are created using 
photographs of surfaces found in the artist's daily 
routines. The imagery inside of the structures comes 
mainly from NASA's open archive. This process of 
aggregating material from the day-to-day and pairing 
it with imagery from satellites relates to how dreams 
themselves are formed- a patchwork of personal 
impressions together with the universal and archetypal. 

This project was initially a collaboration with the late 
Olufunke Moses, a poet who was to write prose to 
accompany each dream state. Olufunke passed away 
tragically in spring of 2017. In light of the death of a 
friend and collaborator, the project now includes a 
planned chapter on the liminality of being and identity. 
Collecting various writings and reflections from 
Olufunke's friends and family, the project becomes 
part eulogy and part open question: how can one know 
another person? The memories, essays and poetry Clare 
has collected from friends and family after Olufunke's 
death paint not one portrait, but many. The process 
has become a meditation on the transitory nature of 
the self, that "your identity is a moving target; it never 
reaches an endpoint." The more the artist seeks to find 
Olufunke, the further she retreats, concealed behind the 
kaleidoscopic prism of the projected self- who she was 
to others in different periods of her life. The project now 
occupies a new liminal space between life and death, 
between memory and being, between what is intimate 
and foreign.

Liminal Spaces
“One can’t write directly about the soul. Looked at, it 
vanishes.”
-Virginia Woolf

















"To give an object poetic space is to give it more space 
than it has objectivity; or, better still, it is following the 
expansion of its intimate space....Space is nowhere. 
Space is inside it like honey in a hive."
-Gaston Bachelard from “The Poetics of Space"

Clare Börsch’s solo presentation “Intimate Immensity” 
(October-November 2016)  showcased a new body 
of large-scale three dimensional collage sculptures. 
Börsch’s meditations on lucid dreaming and “The 
Poetics of Space” has had a profound impact upon her 
practice, producing new work in response to it.
Each of the sculptural collages are painstakingly 
created, exuding an intimate fragility in their final 
rendering. However, because of their scale, Börsch 
installs them as an overwhelming environment: collages 
are coming off the walls and curving around the corners 
of the space. 

The exhibition is a hallucinogenic ecosystem of its 
own. This sumptuous all-encompassing environment 
is designed for contemplation and revelation. Börsch 
encourages her viewers to walk around and discover 
bright color combinations, poetic pairings and 
interesting lighting relationships that give birth to new 
organic creations.

Much of her inspiration is culled from dreams, coming 
from her most intimate desires and aversions. Börsch 
says, “When I lucid dream I can see all the details of 
a scene at once, not as in real life, where you focus 
on one point and the edges blur away, only to come 
into focus if you look to them, whereby you lose sight 
of what you were just observing.” The collages reveal 
this dream-vision. From hundreds of impressions, 
Börsch deliberately creates a cohesive impression, one 
universe, a psychedelic vision quest.

Text: Stephanie Von Behr

Intimate Immensity























Selected works 
2014-2015 
Collage and mixed media on paper 

Das bisherige Leben der Collagen-Künstlerin und 
Illustratorin Clare Celeste Börsch, die im Jahr 2013 aus 
Los Angeles nach Berlin zog, ist eine ziemlich bunte 
Collage. Geboren wurde sie in Thailand und lebte 
seitdem in Brasilien, Italien, Honduras, Argentinien und 
den USA. Und es scheint fasst so, als finde sich ihr 
fragmentierter Lebenslauf auch in ihrer Arbeit wieder: 
Eine Verbindung vieler Dinge zu einem großen Ganzen. 
Das Festhalten von Erinnerungen und Anekdoten 
als Antwort auf die ach so schnell verrinnende 
Zeit. Analoges Handwerk trifft digitale Bearbeitung. 
Elemente für ihre Collagen sammelt sie mal im Hausflur 
oder auf Berliner Flohmärkten zusammen – stets auf 
der Suche nach einem Einzelteil, das Baustein oder 
Ausgangspunkt für etwas Größeres werden kann. So 
wie das eigene Leben mit jeder Abzweigung immer 
facettenreicher wird.

Die Collagen von Clare Celeste Börsch wirken wie 
beruhigend organische Statements im Zeitalter von 
GIFs, Emojis und digitaler Grellheit. Ein Gegenpol, ein 
Hingucker, stets in wundervoll stimmigen Farbwelten 
komponiert. Kein Wunder, das so viel visuelle Schönheit 
Erfolg hat.

Text: Mario Munster 

Early Spring

Found, Collage on paper, 50x65 cm



Lush Summer, Collage on paper, 60x80cm 





A Bird in the Hand, Collage on paper, 50x65 cmUntitled, Collage on paper, 30x40 cm



The Natural World, Collage on paper, 50x65 cm Childhood as I Remember It, Collage on paper, 50x65 cm



Summer Water, Collage on paper, 50x65 cmSingers, Collage on paper, 50x65 cm



Untitled, Collage on paper, 50x65 cmSelf-examination, Collage on paper, 50x65 cm 





Collage on paper, Lush Summer, 30x40 cm



North Sea

North Sea is a series of 20 collages made on the pages of a discarded 
book. It is part erasure poetry- removing the original photo that the text 
relates to and creating a new meaning for the words. The collages are 
digital composites, made from found images collected throughout the 
first two years living in Germany. 
30x30 cm, 2016





Dark Water 

Digital Composite, Digital Collage 
Gelatin Print
30x80 cm, 2017



Digital Composite, Digital Collage 
Gelatin Print
30x80 cm, 2017 



Digital Composite, Digital Collage 
Gelatin Print
30x80 cm, 2017 




